
  

  
 

 
Travel through the New England Ranges, stay in the Hunter Valley and spend 4 nights in 
Canberra close to the city centre. We will enjoy some stunning Autumn scenery and, in 

Canberra, focus on different aspects of Australian life – our history on the world stage and our 
Government since Federation in 1901. 

 

     9 days – Twin / Double    $ 3575.00 pp 
                          Single     $ 4235.00 

                      Deposit   $500.00 
 

Inc Return Airfare – Canberra > Brisbane 
 

Day 1 (LD): Heading off                                                                                                                 Monday 3rd  April 2023 
 
Welcome to our special Autumn Tour including a 4 night stay in Canberra. Once the coach is loaded we will be 
on our way. Sit back and enjoy the service and facilities aboard our Touring Coach as we make our way 
southwest towards Warwick and then along the New England Highway to Tenterfield and onto Glen Inness for 
our first night on tour.   
 
New England Motor Lodge, Glen Innes  - 1 night                                                                    (Meal inclusions: Light lunch/Welcome dinner) 
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Day 2 (BLD): The New England                                                                                               (Tuesday 4th  April 2023) 
 
Glen Innes is known fondly as the ‘Land of the Beardies’. Gazetted at the height of the goldrush in 1852, Glen 
Innes was settled by the Scots and regard themselves as the Celtic Capital of New England.  
This morning we collect our local guide from the Visitor Information Centre for a brief local sightseeing tour. 
We will be introduced to the heritage main street including the parklands and the Australian Standing Stones. 
In 1988 the Celtic Council of Australia developed the idea of erecting a national monument to honour all Celtic 
people who helped pioneer Australia 
In 1992 the Australian Standing Stones were officially opened and are now well recognised as being the 
gathering point for Celtic descendants and clans. From Glen Inness we travel south to Armidale - home to the 
University of New England. We stop for lunch before following Thunderbolt Way into the Hunter Valley.  
 
Harrigan’s Irish Pub, Hunter Valley  – 2 nights                                            (Meal inclusions: Breakfast & dinner in the motel/Light Lunch) 
 
Day 3 (BD): The Hunter Valley                                                                                           (Wednesday 5th  April 2023) 
 
Our touring this morning takes in McGuigan Village. At the Cheese Factory we can taste their range of fine 
handmade and preservative-free cheeses.  
The cheeses are available for purchase, as are their preserves. The village also houses the Chocolate and 
Fudge Shop and we have arranged a wine tasting at the McGuigan Wines Cellar Door. Then we are off to the 
Hunter Valley Gardens. Nestled at the foothills of the Brokenback Ranges, in the heart of the Hunter 
Vineyards, there are over 25 hectares of spectacular international display gardens. Sensational sights, colours 
and fragrances dominate the twelve stunning feature gardens. In the Rose Garden there are more than eight 
thousand roses on display. Take a walk above the 10 metre waterfall for some superb views from the lookout 
and don’t miss the fairy-tale characters in the Storybook Garden.  

(Meal inclusions: Breakfast & dinner in the motel) 
 
Day 4 (BLD): The Blue Mountains                                                                                           (Thursday 6th April 2023) 
 
We have a spectacular drive ahead of us today as we make our way into the Blue Mountains. We travel 
through Dungong and Singleton before joining the iconic Putty Road which will take us to the Bells Line of 
Road through the major towns in the Blue Mountains. We will make several sightseeing stops along the way 
including Everglade Gardens at Leura which is one of the most important historic gardens in Australia and is 
considered by many to be unparalleled in the country for its unique design and historic significance.  
 
Lithgow Workies Motel Tank Street Lithgow – 1 night                            (Meal inclusions: Breakfast & dinner in the motel/Light lunch) 

 
Day 5 (BLD): To Canberra via Bathurst                                                                                       (Friday 7th April 2023) 
 
We are off to Bathurst this morning. We couldn’t miss the opportunity to visit the National Motor Racing 
Museum while we are in Bathurst. The displays cover the history, personalities and achievements of Australian 
Motor Sports including speedway, solar, drag, rallying, open wheeler, sports and touring cars.  
Late morning, we travel south with a stop for lunch at the Taralga Hotel. From here we continue via Goulburn 
to Canberra.  
 
Canberra Rex Hotel 150 Northbourne Ave Braddon- 4 nights                   (Meal inclusions: Breakfast & dinner in the motel/Pub lunch) 

 



  

Day 6 (BD): Who runs this country?                                                                                       (Saturday 8th April 2023) 
 
On Capital Hill, overlooking Lake Burley Griffin and facing the Australian War Memorial, is Parliament House. 
It’s not the original Parliament House of course – that building sits just below Capital Hill and is now the 
Museum of Australian Democracy - the ONLY museum that celebrates democracy and our place within it. Our 
first morning is spent – first with a guided tour of with its renowned architecture, impressive art collection and 
amazing rooftop views of Canberra. Then we are off to the iconic “Old Parliament House” to experience 
Australian history firsthand.  
This afternoon we have an appointment at the High Court. It’s all very well for our politicians to make the law 
but who upholds them? The High Court of Australia is the highest court in the judicial system. It was 
established in 1901 by Section 71 of the Constitution. The functions of the High Court are to interpret and 
apply the law of Australia; to decide cases of special federal significance including challenges to the 
constitutional validity of laws and to hear appeals, from Federal, State and Territory courts. 
 

 (Meal inclusions today - Breakfast & dinner in the hotel) 
 
Day 7 (BLD): Who served this country?                                                                                 (Sunday 9th April 2023)  
 
Apart from the political leaders Australia has been well served by the military - and today the main focus of 
our touring will be around the Australian War Memorial.  
But -- first we have planned a visit to the National Museum of Australia. On the shores of Lake Burley Griffin, 
the museum’s stunning architecture creates an extraordinary place in which to explore the rich and diverse 
stories of Australia and its people. After an interesting morning we transfer across to the Australian War 
Memorial. This memorial commemorates the sacrifice of the Australian men and women, who have served in 
war, through its ceremonial areas, extensive exhibitions, and research facilities. After a light lunch at Poppies 
Restaurant, we will take a look around. Over the past few years, the Memorial has undergone extensive 
redevelopment resulting in new galleries and displays. The largest of these is the very impressive Anzac Hall 
which has a number of must-see exhibits. One is G for George - a stunning re-creation of a night operation 
over Berlin in 1943, featuring the famous Lancaster bomber "G for George". Another is Submarine featuring 
the Memorial’s famous midget submarine, assembled from sections of two of the three submarines that 
raided Sydney in 1942. Later in the afternoon we move to the focus of the commemoration - the Hall of 
Memory together with the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, the Pool of Reflection and the Roll of Honour that 
lists the names of over 102,000 Australian servicemen and women who have died in war. It is here we’ll hear 
the last post and closing ceremony.  
 
(Meal inclusions today - Breakfast & dinner in the hotel/Light lunch at Poppies Restaurant at the Australian War Memorial) 
 
Day 8 (BLD): What about gardens?                                                                                   (Monday 10th April 2023) 
 
This morning we are off to Cockington Green Gardens .The miniature buildings of Cockington Green have 
been attracting crowds for decades but the gardens surrounding them are a major attraction in their own 
right. Each year almost 35,000 flowers are planted here.  
Next stop is the National Arboretum – a 250 hectare site featuring rare and iconic tree species from around 
the world. Located at the western end of Lake Burley Griffin it contains one of the world’s largest living 
collections of rare, endangered and significant trees. Winner of the World Architecture Festival for landscape, 
the National Arboretum surrounds visitors with panoramic views, stunning architecture and the natural 
beauty of trees and gardens from Australia and around the world. 



  

 After a light lunch in The Village a guide will join the coach to show us the Bonsai Collection and the 
spectacular views of Canberra and Queanbeyan from the top of the hill. 
 Our final visit today is to the Canberra Deep Space Communication Complex at Tidbinbilla. For 40 years, the 
Canberra Deep Space Communication Complex has played a key role in the exploration of space as part of 
NASA's Deep Space Network. Learn about the amazing work being done by Australians, and the incredible 
missions that are revealing the secrets of the Universe. The Canberra Space Centre is a unique and informative 
learning environment for all ages. See Australia's largest permanent exhibit of flown space hardware and 
memorabilia. See a piece of the Moon over 3.8 billion years old. Check out what the well-dressed astronaut 
wears and the types of food they eat. Learn about the important role that Australia plays in the exploration of 
space. It will be most interesting! 

 (Meal inclusions today - Breakfast & dinner in the hotel/Light lunch at The Arboretum) 
 
 

Day 9 (B): Heading Home                                                                                                      (Tuesday 11th  April, 2023) 
 
Is our tour over already??  
We complete our check out formalities before the transfer to Canberra Airport for our flight back to Brisbane 
to complete a sensational 9 day tour. 

(Meal inclusions today – Breakfast in the hotel) 
 

Tour Inclusions 
 

• Luxury Coach travel  - departing Sunshine Coast > Brisbane > 
• 8 nights’ accommodation as per the itinerary 
• 8 cooked breakfasts, 8 x 2 course dinners & 6 lunches 
• Glengallan Homestead and Heritage Centre – entry & light lunch (Day 1) 
• Glen Inness Visitor Information & Gem Centre (Day 2)           
• Six Counties Restaurant – lunch (Day 2)                  
• Hunter Valley Cheese Company Pty Ltd - tasting (Day 3)    
• Hunter Valley Chocolate Company - tasting (Day 3)         
• McGuigan Wines - tour & taste (Day 3)                          
• Hunter Valley Gardens – entry & tour (Day 3)                     
• Everglades Gardens – entry & group lunch (Day 4)                       
• National Motor Racing Museum, Bathurst – entry (Day 5)               
• Taralga Hotel - pub lunch (Day 5)                           
• Parliament House – guided tour (Day 6)                         
• Museum of Australian Democracy – Museum Highlights Tour (Day 6)           
• High Court of Australia – entry (Day 6)                   
• National Museum of Australia – entry (Day 7)              
• Poppy's Cafe - light lunch (Day 7)                            
• Australian War Memorial - group visit (Day 7)                
• Cockington Green Gardens – entry & miniature train ride (Day 8)                 
• National Arboretum Canberra - 1 hour guided tour & light lunch (Day 8)             
• Canberra Deep Space Communication Complex – entry (Day 8) 
• Virgin Australia – Canberra to Brisbane – (Day 9)      
• Return Coach t/fer to Sunshine Coast                   

 
 
 
 



  

 
Accommodation  

• New England Motor Lodge, Glen Innes - 1 night 
• Harrigan’s Irish Pub, Hunter Valley  – 2 nights 
• Canberra Rex Hotel, 150 Northbourne Ave Braddon - 4 nights 

Airline 
• Virgin Australia 

 
 
 

The itinerary may be subject to change without notice. Whilst every effort is made to adhere to the itinerary as provided, CT Travel 
reserves the right to alter the touring and attractions as dictated by circumstances and conditions outside the company’s control. 

Alterations may be made to ensure the smooth running of the tour. Every attempt will be made to ensure alterations do not 
adversely affect the operation of the tour. CT Travel will not be held responsible for weather-based cancellations, or those closures 

made at a venue’s discretion. 
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